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MINISTERS 
JOHN ALLEN CHALK 
Local Evangelist 
809 Byrd Drive 
STANLEY SHIPP 
A ssociate Minister 
1801 De/wood 
December 3, 1969 
Mr. Jimmie Lovell 
P. 0. Box 146 
Palos Ve rdes Estates, California 
Dear Jimmie : 
I have just read the January, 1970 issue of Action. I don't know when 
have read a more profitable and encouraging issue than this one. You 
shine through with greater personality and compassion than in many an 
issue. Thank you so much for sending me an advanced copy of it. I too 
hope Action can reach into more than 50,000 homes in 1970. 
Your concern ·about the "liberals" and your great disdain for the church's 
apathy about missions are attitudes that must be handled carefully, as you 
we! I know. The word "I iberal II is being used indisc rimi nately by men who 
are too ignorant of either God's word or modern currents to be of any real 
help. This means that all of us must be real careful when we use the term 
because we often pla y right into the hands of the very men who, th rough 
their igno rance, wrest the scriptures to thei r own destruction (II Peter 3:16). 
I am deeply concerned about the brotherhood "leaders" that you mentioned 
in this issue. When I look at the churches these "leaders" ha ve started and 
preached to for all these ye a rs, I see not a single congregation, within my 
knowledge, that is either now growing or has grown in the recen t past. This 
means that something is wrong with the kind of preaching that even these 
"leaders" have done. When I loo k at the dead, sterile, passive, sta.tus quo 
congregations that dot our brotherhood, and especially when I look at what 
we have cal led the "great congregations, 11 I am deeply concerned. Some-
thing has not bee n preached or done that should have been preach ed or done. 
This is why I find myself extremely hesitant in complimenting the "greats" of 
the recent past. Of course, there are many who have given their very l ives 
and for this we must all be grateful, but when I look at the conditions of the 
church toda y , especially in its apathy, unconcern, and present stalemate re-
garding numerical growth, I am disturbed. And I believe that the facts show 
clearly that it isn't just the "liberals" who are respons ible for this condition. 
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In fact, within my personal knowledge I know few men who are 11 lib era_ls11 
. by either their personal testimony or by my having heard or read th at whic h 
would deny the ultimate authority of th e scriptures, deny the virgin birth 
and de ity of Je sus Chri st, deny the moral authorit y of God in our liv es. 
Let's be extremely careful that we do not, through Action, contribute to 
the confu sion rather than to the clarity of God's call to all of us in Christ. 
Your brother, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:hm 
P .S. It is beaut iful to see th e kind of rea ction my fir st four month s of 
preaching her e at Highland has recei ved. The breth re n are willing to 
listen and re spond to plain, Biblical, te x tual preaching. So far, through 
these four months, we have studied G enes is 1 thro ugh 3, and ore now 
completing a series of lessons about J es us which have come out of the 
Gospel of Mork . 
